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Mr Speoker;

I wish to thonk you for giving me the opportunity to
updote this House on the progress mode so for on the
preporotion of the Access to Informotion Bill. You moy
qlso wish to know thot His Honour the Vice President did
updoie this House ond gove Government posiiion
regording the progress mode in the preporotion of the
Access to lnformotion Bill.

Mr Speoker,

The Access to Informotion Bill oims of increosing openness
ond tronsporency, guoronteeing freedom of informotion
ond the right to occess informotion, improving
occountobility ond improved government relotionship
with the people. These ore the volues the Potriotic Front
(PF) Government stonds for.

Access to lnformqtion Bill wos initioted by the previous
government in the yeor 2002. The droft of this Bill wos
introduced for the first reoding in Porlioment but it wos
loter withdrown for further consultotions.

Mr Speoker;

The MMD Government then kept the Bill of this

consultotive stoge for close to ten yeors. On the controry,
when the PF took over ihe running of Government, it
recognised the need to moke our people hove occess to
informotion held by public institutions qnd obout their
government.

Mr Speoker;



Without deloy, the PF Government, in the spirit of
consultotion, constituted o tosk force comprising o
number of orgonisotions ond eminent individuols to
speorheod the re-drofting of the Bill ond formuloting o
roodmop. Members of the tosk force were drown from
different orgonisotions omong them the following:

o)The Low Associotion of Zombio

b)The Medio Institute of Southern Africo (MISA) Zombio

c)Jesuit Centre for Theologicol Reflections (JCTR)

d)University of Zombio (UNZA)

e)Economics Associotion of Zombio

We olso hod colloboroting portners such os the World
Bonk which provided finonciol support to the consultotive
process.

Mr Speoker;

ln line with the Porty Monifesto, the Potriotic Front-led
Government recognises the need to provide occess to
informotion held by public institutions ond obout their
government becouse we know thot it is centrol to growth
of democrocy.

People need informotion to reoch consensus on notionol
issues, ossess occountqbility, porticipote in decision
moking, ond monitor the opplicotion of the rule of low
ond most importonily, ossess equity ond inclusiveness in
notionol issues.



Mr Speoker;

This Government is qlso owore thot the previous
Government hod no inieresi in running on open
Government ond therefore they decided to put this very
importont issue of the bock of their list of priorities.

The PF Government is convinced, beyond reosonoble
doubt, thot o government thot operotes in secrecy
ottrocts undue criticism ond olienotes itself from the
people whose support it needs to successfully implement
its developmentol ogendo.

Mr Speoker;

It is ogoinst this bockground thqt the PF Government is

moking frontic efforts to bring the Access to Informqtion
Bill bock to Porlioment for enoctment ond to prepore for
its implementotion.

Enoctment of the Access to Informotion Bill is the eosier
port of it. lt is the implementotion thot is much more
chollenging. Without cqreful plonning, we risk hoving o
low thot connot be implemented. This will be more
frustroting thon to woit o little bit more for the foundotion
to be loid.

Mr Speqker;

As you moy recoll, His Honour the Vice President told the
notion, through this August House, thot Government wos
committed to enocting the Access to lnformotion Bill. His

Honour the Vice President further informed the House thot



o Cobinet Memorondum hod been issued for Cobinet
Ministers to comment on the droft Bill.

Mr Speoker;

I wish to report thot Cobinet hos opproved in principle

thot the Access to Informotion Bill should be prepored.

The Bill hos been discussed by the Internol Committee
comprising the Minister of Justice ond his officiols ond
myself ond my officiols.

As port of the process of preporing the Bill, the Ministry of

i Justice, hos odvised my Ministry fo ensure thot selected
' lows thot hod been preliminory identified to impoct on

the occess to informotion were olso omended in order to
ensure thot when the Bill wos enocted it does not conflict
with these lows.

Some of the lows thqt would conflict the Access to
Informotion bill include the following:

i.) The Constitution of Zombio, Cop. I

ii.) The Zombio Security Intelligence Service, Act No
14 of 1998

iii.) The Stote Security Act, CoP 1 I

iv.) The Officiol Ooths Act CoP. 5
v.) The Notionol Assembly (Powers ond Privileges)

Act, Cop. 12
vi.) The Protected Ploces ond Areos Act, Cop 125

vii.) The Census ond Stotistics Act Cop. 127

viii.) The Copyright ond Performonces Rights Act,
Cop.406

ix.) Electorol Act, No. 12 of 2006
x.) The Informotion ond Communicotion

Technologies Act No. I5 of 2009



xi.) The Notionol Archives Act, Cop. 175

xii.) Electronic Communicotions ond Tronsoctions

Act, No 21 of 2009

xiii.) The Notionol Heolth Reseorch Act, No.2 of 2013

Mr Speoker;

The list obove is not exhoustive ond thot wos the bosis on
which the Ministry of Justice odvised the Ministry of
Informotion ond Broodcosting Services to engoge o legol
expert to review oll the obove mentioned lows ond
identify other lows thot would be in conflict with the
Access to Informotion Bill once enocted into low.

The Ministry hos now engoged the legol expert to
undertoke the review of the lows ond o period of one
month hos been given to undertoke this exercise. ln

oddition, the Ministry will proceed with the opprovol
process of the Bill ond very soon it will be presented to the
Legislotive Committee of Cobinet for considerotion. Once
the Committee hos opproved ihe Bill it sholl then be token
bock to Cobinet for opprovol for publicotion ond
introduction in Porlioment.

It is only ofter Cobinet's formol opprovol of the Bill thot it
will be reody to be tobled before the House ond be
subjected to the formol enoctment processes. There is no

shortcut to the process. We hove to follow ihe due
process becouse, in such circumstonces, it is the right
thing to do, ond there is no olternotive.

Mr Speqker;



I wont to ossure the notion, through
thot Government hos nothing to hide

ore committed to enocting the Access

this August Housel,

ond therefore w
to Informotion Bill.

As Government, we believe the proposed Access t
Informotion Bill is one of the most progressive of its kin{,
hoving been developed in close ond full colloborotio
ond porticipotion of key stokeholders such os the civfl

society, ocodemio ond legislotive experts.

lfhonk you

I


